
RSU 13 POLICY JIH 

 STUDENT SEARCHES 

It is the intent of the RSU 13 School Board to provide building administrators with the 
authority necessary to maintain safety and security of their buildings, and to clarify the impact of this on 
student privacy. 

Students have no expectation of privacy in school storage facilities such as lockers or desks 
or for any items placed in such storage facilities.  Building administrators have the authority to 
inspect and search storage facilities and their contents on a random basis, with or without reasonable 
suspicion, and without notice or consent.   

Searches of student possessions, including backpacks and automobiles parked on school 
property, shall be conducted upon reasonable suspicion that an individual possesses illegal goods or that 
there is a breach of school discipline. 

General searches of students may only be conducted if a reasonable suspicion exists that illegal 
goods may be discovered.  Searches should be reasonably related to the suspected violation and no 
more intrusive than necessary to discover the evidence for which the search was instigated.  Searches 
may include the student’s outer clothing such as pockets, jacket, shoes, or hat.  If the search 
discloses evidence, a broader search may be justified. 

All searches will be conducted by the building principal, assistant principal, or designee, and a 
designated employee shall serve as witness in all such searches.  All searches will be documented using 
the school’s disciplinary referral form. 

All other sections of this policy notwithstanding, at any time authorized by the building 
principal the school may be searched by law enforcement or a law enforcement canine unit.  The 
decision to involve law enforcement including a canine unit shall be at the sole discretion of the 
Principal.  Results of a canine search shall be grounds for disciplinary action in accordance with Board 
policies.  The Principals shall inform the Superintendent when a school-wide search is conducted.  The 
Superintendent shall determine when to inform the Board. 
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